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1 Eeegt a Man be born again 5% cannot e the 
F Kingdom of God. 


N. viour had with Nicodemus, a Ruler of 
5 T MX the Jews, who came by Night to him, 
K and talked with him of the Kingdom. 
N NN. of It ſhould ſeem that this Man had been 
one of the beſt of the Jes, and who waited for the 
Conſolation of 1ſrae! ; and as at that Time many de- 
vout People were in daily Expectation of the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah, or the Deſire of all Nations, ſo 
he was inquiſitive 'who our Saviour could be, hav 
ing heard of his Miracles, and was affured, as he 


tells Jeſus, that he was no meer Man, but a Teacher 


come from God, „ For, ſaith he, no Man can 


do theſe Miracles which thou doit except God be 
wien am.” . 


RON HI 8 is Part of the Diſcourſe our In 53 


A4 Or 


—— 


— — — — — 
— —— A 8 - A WR 8 10 * 3 2 - ——— * "_ 2 or 
— - : * — . — —ñ—j— <I> I — —— - vg SF, 
— 8 2 g - — — mT I es us — ” 4 
* « — 2 — — lou ů — 5 4 - —_— * * . N 5 8 wa 4 2 - * 
— " 5 * * L « « * . 
- * 7 ' . i , . 
* 4 8 v 


— —ů— — em 


= 


rt Þ 


* : MEI ” — < 5 — 
!!!!! 
. ˙—— CE mt 2 Ln ů — 
"rs hy =_— 
* 7 
-, 


began at once to tell bim, chat bie Kingdom ws 
not fo, bs ſeen, with the outward Eyes, dr, a he 
ſaid o the Phariſees, in another Place, * It f õ%,ji&ẽ | 


here, or, Jo] chere, for the Kingdom of Heauem is 
the Kingdom, much leſs enter into it, * Verily, 


| Although this Doctrine had been taught in 1 David © 
and ꝗ Ezeliel, and in other Scriptures of the Pro- | 


truck bim with Amazement; ſo that he aſked di- 
rectly, „ How a man could be born when he was 
- Did ? Can he, faith he, enter the ſecond Time into 


told him, if a Man could enter into his Mother's 

Womb and be born again, that would not help him, 
for ſtill he would be Fleſh, and of the ſame Nature 
of that from which he was born, but he ſays, He 
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his Father, who is a Spirit, and by whom the Sons 
of God are begotten of incorruptible Seed, and bids 1 
MWicodemus not marvel at it, for a third Time he 


—— 
ww 


— = — 
r 
＋ p 5 — — — 


FE, Queſtion, hs How. can this be!?“ he confeſſes, he 0 
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ſtand the New Birth. Our Saviour, to convince him 


for, and which yet ate real and true, mentions the 
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not with | O bſe rvatien, neither ſhall they 8 ſay „40 2 
within you;“ thus he now teaches one of their 


chief Rabbies, that no one unconverted eoulduſee 


verily, he faith, I ſay. unto thee, except a man 
be born again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of Gad.“ 


— 


phets, yet it appeared quite new to Nicodemus, and 


, F.1 


his Mother's Womb and be born?“ Our Saviour i 


-muſt be born of Water and of the Holy Ghoſt; he 
muſt have a Spiritual Birth, and become Spirit ofß 


ſaith, “ Ye muſt be born again.“ He was more 
and more aſtoniſhed at this Doctrine, and bychis 


was a Sttanger to this Myſtery, and did not ander- 
that there are Things earthy not to be aceoũnted 


| | 5 Wind, 
 ® Luke xvii, 20, 21, + Pals Ii. 10. f Exebiel xi. 26, 
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þ 31 
n ses hears and feels, but © Expt ten 
ace it dometh, or whither it goeth;”" 85. he oa 


s Rs os of the Spirit.” As if he $50 
have ſaid, How can one deſeribe the Wind to kim who. 


has not ſelt or heard it, or account for why it blows 


Ro-day. high, and not to- morrow, or whence je 


Fomes, ot whither it goes, and yet we know there. 


Is ſach a Thing as Wind? ſo one born again, One 
pn whom the Lord has breathed a ſecond Time, 


| I End: [aid Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, can be aired 
pf this Mercy, and thenceforward bei a Partaket' of” 
1 de kosten of God, feel in his Heart the happy, 
9 2 3 


be works there by bis Spirit, rejoice in h 


4 KG touton, know he is a Child of God, and Partaker 


pf his Divine Nature, as ſurely as de was Fleſh of : 


bis Natural Father's Fleſh, and with all Boldneſs 
Fan call Abba Father, having received the Spirit. of | 
Adoption, and being really born again into the Fa- : 


Hily and Houſhold of God; but he cannot reveal or 
eſcribe it to another; he eahnet account for it; not = 


dan he make another, whoſe Eyes the Lord has not 
ppened, ſee the Kingdom and Hippinef to which he 
s reſtored, becauſe it is what no Man knows but 
him that receiveth it. | 


Nicodemus heard all our . ſaid, but eontis "5 + 


f Enued yet to reaſon about this New-Birth, till our 
Saviour aſked him, „Art thou a Maſter in ell, 
and knoweſt not theſe Things? If I have told you 


Jof earthly Things and ye believe not, how ſhould © 


1 en believe if I. cell you of heavenly ?” i. e. If I bave' © 
. 2 the Wind, which is earthly, and voũ 


do not oomprehend or underſtand, how can you un- 
Wo ccfiubd>bemrenly Things which” are paſt finding 
out Te Pant 'of our * 's Diſcourſe" os 
teach usctwo Things: Firſt, that all Maſters in 
* All Is 8 © and Miniſters of God's 
* = . 
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Wed ſhould fiſt of all know and be Witnelles of | 7 


of a Servant of Chriſt; we ſpeak what we know, 1 
and teſtify what we have ſeen; and thus properly 


his Thoughts above our Thoughts. His Ways are 
in the great Waters, and his Footſteps are not 


judge of the Work of God upon a Soul, till he has | 
obtained of his lovirg Lord an Underſtanding, ; 
whereby, as St. John ſays, ** We know him: or, 
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this Myſtery, and none ſhould venture to teach | þ 
others till they are taught theſe Things, and have 
learned them of God; for this is the true Character 


are they his Witneſſes, they not only preach the i 
Divine Truths in Words, but have. themſelves 8 
proved and experienced them in their own hearts, 
Weare Witneſſes, ſays St. Peter, of theſe Things.” - 

Secondly, We muſt learn to bridle our too curious 3 
Search into ſome Matters, becauſe they are too high 


for us, and believe, becauſe the Lord has ſaid it, 
without wanting to underſtand how it can be, or en- 1 
deavouring to comprehend or give Reaſons for the 8 
Myſteries of Chriſt, fince his Matters are not like 
| the Things of the World, which Men may ſearch MW 
out and account for, though in many Things they 


fail and fall ſhort; but in the Things of God we 
ſhould always think, „ As the Heavens are above 
the Earth, ſo are bis Ways above our Ways, and 


known.” In this Doctrine of the New-Birth this | 
humble Mind is neceflary ; for, like as a blind Man | 
cannot be a Judge of Colours till his Eyes are opened, 


nor the Man born and brought up in ſome cloſe 6 
Place be able to underſtand any thing of the Wind 


till he has felt and heard it, fo neither can any one 


what our Saviour calls . Ears to hear, Eyes to ſee, 


and a Heart to underſtand,” When this is done, he : A 
thall find no fuch TO: to believe, or find the 


right 


[2] | 

ght Way; for Fools ſhall not err therein; and a 

pabe thus taught of God is wiſe, and underſtands, 

/Þ Jieves, and is already happy and faveds 

lt is remarkable, our Saviour does not go about 

Jo demonſtrate the Matter, or explain it, for that is 
$6 where his Way. He faith, and we are to believe 
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3: 
or his Word's Sake, nor muſt we look for a greater 
© r better Proof of the Truth than that he has ſaid it, 
$ 


It is written,” we do not truſt him, and where a 
ZDemonftration is given, Faith is not of Uſe. He is 
pod, and worthy to be believed; and as here in 
inis World our main Attainment is not to compre- 
end, or fathom, or know as we are known, but to 
A lieye, and ih the world to come we ſhall ſee and 
"Pty into the deep Things of God, where there is no 
8 1 danger of Pride, and where we ſhall know per- 
9 Pele therefore let us endeavour only to feel, to 


eis, which no natural Man can underſtand, but 
en conſtantly enquire, How can this be ?” till 
is Heart feels the Want of a New-Birth, and then 
Pith Tears and Prayers he will ſeek it my find it. © 
# 1 ſhall now ſpeak briefly of theſe Three Heads: 
Firſt, of the Neceſſity of the New-Birth. Secondly, = 
Treat of its happy Effects in the Heart. And, Third- 
dy, Of the Means of this Change, as far as it con- 
Peerns us, - 
Our Fall in Adam, md. the corrupt and wicked 
ature we bring with us into the World, has made 
Regeneration abſolutely neceſſary ; and though I 
1 now how many ſtrive to oppoſe the Doctrine of 
Vriginal, or the Firſt Sin, yet I fo treat all Argu- 
ents, 40 thoſe Things ſaid directly againſt the 
Words of Scripture, juſt as St. Paul calls it, The 
z Pen of Men, and what is Fooliſhneſs with God.“ 
All the han and God agree, That in Adam all 
Fe died. 
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&perience; and enjoy in our Hearts this great Bleſſed= 


died. All wh, ſinned and come ſhort of the Gtory| k 
of God, Thou wert called a Tranſgreſſor from e JF a 4 
Womb. The Thoughts of Man's Skate are evil 
from his Youth. 1 ho born in Sin, and in Sin did 
my Mother conceive me. All are gone out of the 
Wap, there is none good, no not one. Theſe if 
* fome of the many Scriptures which prove the 
general and univerſal Fall and Decay, and which i 
the Reaſon why we muſt be born again, If there 
| had been no ruining of all, then all need not be re- 
newed; and if we had not a bad and corrupt Nature, 
2 Heart which is not good in the Sight of God, then 
| there would be no Need of a new Nature. If, there- 1 
fore, no Scripture could be brought in 4 4 
of the Doctrine of the Fall but the Text itſelf, it 
would prove it ſufficiently : For either God created 
us bad, or we are fallen: or, if a Man can be ſo 
blind as to think we are well, we have a good Na- 3 
ture, we are not fallen, nor ſpoiled,” nor ruined, |} ; 1 
tzden he muſt ſee no Need of a New- Birth, and de- 
ſpiſe the Doctrine our Saviour has taught ſo plain in 
this his Diſcourſe with Nicodemus, and in many 
other Places of his Goſpel; and is verily and indeed % 
dead, and his fooliſh Heart is darkened and blinded 
, by the God of this World, who therefore keeps hin 
ignorant of his loſt State, leſt he ſhould ſee the 
Need of the waſhing of Regeneration and the re. 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhould ſeek it with 
all his Heart and be ſaved. —_ 2 1 
1 Let who will oppole it, the true Doariai is this % 
pe were created ypright, innocent, and very ood, 
but Satan, who envied our Ha ppineſs, found Means Wl 
to ſeduce our Firſt Parents into Sin, and when they, 
to whom God had given in Subjection all Things in 
the World, fell into the Eben s Hands, All went 
ho wreck, and all born ere were dee 
| + Slaves 
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my 


asses of Satan; nor was it poſſible for it to be other- 


Fd 


ie; for Adam having forfeited his Right to be a Son 
bf. God, and having been now poiſoned and hurt by 
Win, could not beget Children in- a better Nature 
Shan he had himſelf, nor could a clean Thing come 
oc of an unclean; but all the whole Lump of Man- 
Wind was leavened with the direful Leaven, and the 
Curſe came upon all. In this woful Condition was 
She. Earth and all Souls, when God looked down 
From Heaven and faw © how all Flefh had corrupted 
heir Way before him, and were like Sheep gone 
ctray,“ or Vines degenerated and become wild and 
worthleſs ; and here he opened and revealed his 
eternal Purpoſe, which was to fave us out of this 
WHorrible Pit, and reftore us to the Dignity of Sons of 
Bod; wherefore he did not leave us in our fallen 
date, or forſake us unhelped, but reſolved to make 
Wall Things new, and to give eſpecially a New. birth 
Wo ſuch as believe in him, which ſhould be brought 
Pbout and effected by the Holy Ghoſt; and {6 We, 
who were by Nature Children of Wrath, might 
become Children of Grace, and receive the Spirit of 
Adoption, whereby we can call God, in the ſtricteſt 
= Senſe, my Father; and this, after our Saviour had _ 
XX redeemed us by his Death, he goes on to do forais- = 
== now. He gives us a new Heart, or, as David calls - 


4 


it, ç a clean Heart and a new Spirit, and he is*our « 
God, and we are his People. We are his Sons and 
XX Daughters, and he is to us a Father;“ and thus 
ſaith the Lord God Almighty in the Scriptures, 
It is a falſe and dangerous Notion which ſome en- 
tertain, that our Saviour by his Crofs only ſet us a 
== good. Example, and_ that at beft we can become no 
more than Servants of God, for therefore ſaid our 

3 e I have not called you Servants. I go to 

= your, Father and my F ather , to your God and to my 
= God,” And St. Paul lays, %% We are not Servants 
. . "9 I 
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han 4 10 1 
buys ans. % a : nd this' is a common Au in EY * 
to fee the Believers and Elect of G80 called his MAY 
2 W. 8 Sons, his Family, his, A eee 39 
5585 5 1 9 bfu 1. Wl 
ut "Tell *. mould deſpiſe this glorious Liberty of 
becoming 1 1 2 of God, and be temp ted to ſtop Wn 
| ſhort of the Prize of our high Salli. I muͤſt yet 
ad one. Thing, and that i is this, A New. birth is not Ut 
\ 
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only neceffary to make us Joint-Heirs of the Glory 
195 come with Chriſt, but none can be ſaved icon 1 
it : none can £0 to Heaven, none can ſee the King- ©4485 
0 2M, or Ft, into it, who has not experienced this 
8 bange. To make it doubly weighty and impor- 
nt, our Saviour delivers this Truth with his uſual 1 
olemnity i in ſuch Caſes, ** Vexily, verily I fay unto 
Lou, 25 a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God,” He ſays it who cannot lie. The 
A Vord.i is gone out of his Mouth who cannot repent, oP 
An is confirmed with an everlaſting Amen. 
Thoever can yet thick fo lightly of the Matter 

a If he can be ſaved though he be an entire Stranger bY 
o this Birth of the Spirit, this New Creation wrought 

in the Heart, he ſhall find our Lord and Maſter does 
not trifle or jeſt, his Words are true and faithful, 1 
_ andto ſuppoſe one can be ſaved Who is not born 
13 Again, is to ſuppoſe our Saviour can break his Word 
dd Oath. No, he ſhail be found true, though the 
whole Race of Men ſhould periſh. Let therefore | 
None venture too far thus preſumpruouſly, leſt they 
ent too late; nor make light of this Doctrine, 

= Ik they. ſhould be found ſpcechleſs" in that Day | 
= "when. our Saviour ſhall make jt pipedt, Moy anc: | 
4 head of che Neceſſity of being d born 0 e they 5 
dele ſed It. 7 7 211) TUO: 30 
Many deceiye themſelves, by thiaEing-the do not 
de plſe it, but bope it is no other than Baptiſm, oer 
abother Name given to CObange of Behaviour and 
Manners, 
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_ pe ARS . 
langere, Kc. but even their eaſy and careles 
»dhoughbts about ſo great a Matter is a Sort of de- 
cpiſingof it; for, if any Thing, we ſhould de ſure 
lit ſhould be in this, ſince without it we cannc be 
ſaved, nor ſee the Kingdom of God. How many 
1 ave been baptized who are ſtill utter Strangers to 
bis Renovation, or Renewal of the Heart? How 
many have changed their Morals, and altered their 
Courſe of Life, who fever experienced a New-Birth, 
or are ſure. what it means to this Day? © 
il will not diſpute but that ſome have been born 
again at the Time of their Baptiſm, (for we have 
Inſtances of it in the Scripture) and that others, 
P boſe Courſe of Life have been altered, Here alle 
born again from above; but without this in the 
Heart, without the Work of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
paſhes us in the Blood and Water out of Chriſt's 
ide, all the reſt is but an empty Sign and Shadow, 
ut not the Subſtance; I will therefore again and 
again beſcech and pray you, be aware leſt you, like 
che Jeus, boaſt of your Church Privileges, &c, and 
de, after all, no Child of God. He is not a Few 
Who is a Jew outwardly, whoſe Circumciſion is 
in the Fleſh, but he is a Few who is a Few 
E inwardly, whofe Circumciſion is in the Heart.“ 
He is not a true /frae/ite who can only glory that 
Abrabam was his Father, but he who walks in the 
Steps of the Faith of Abraham, ſo think you.” He is 
not a real Chri/tian who only has, been baptized with 
== Water, outwardly, but he is a Chriſtian who is one 
 X-iawardly, , who has been baptized with the Holy 
== Sboſt,and is born again; and he only is a Child of 
God whom, the Lord hath made fo, and not he who 
without this glories of his being of the beſt Religion, 
= or a Son of the moſt holy Church; for elſe, let 
bim be What he will, and boaſt how he pleaſe, 
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evealing or manifeſting Chriſt to them, they are in« 
ZHced endued with a New Heart and with a New Spi- 
Pit, „Our Lord Jeſus has begun to create all Things 
ew, and the old. ftrong Heart, the former dead 
Spirit, is taken away, and eyen the Body ſo far par- 
Fakes of this New. Birth, that thoſe in-dwelling and 
n- bred Impurities and Deſires are overflowec With 
Ine Water: of Regeneration, and drowned in the 
lood of the Lamb? The Body is waſhed with 
pure Water, as it is written, © I will ſprinkle you 
with Water and you ſhall be clean:“ And now that 
Which was once a Sink of Sin, a Neſt of every un- 
clean and hateful Bird, a Den of Thieves, is made 

the Houſe of God, the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 


. 


who dwelleth thenceforward in them. He who be- 


himſelf, now is in them, and will make his Abode 
with them. The Fleſh is not changed, nor will be 
till it is returned to the Duſt from whence it was 
taken, or till Jeſus comes. It will be ſown. a vile 
Body, and at the Appearance of the Lord in that 
Day it ſhall riſe in his Likeneſs ; and when he makes 
a New. Earth our 1 5 alſo ſhall be made like his 
=X 2lorious Body, and therefore is the Reſurrection 
called in the Scripture the“ Redemption of the Bo- 
dy.“ But then, though we who are born again of 
God have ſtill our weak and ſpoiled Bodies about us 
till we go hence, yet no Child of God may live to 
himſelf, or after the Fleſh, but they ſerve the Lord 
Cbriſt with their Bodies and Souls, aud all their Mem- 
bers become Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs. No more 
= do Fleſhly Luſts pollute it, no more are they Drunk- 
ards, or Railers, or Diſobedient, or Lovers of the 
World, or Careleſs, or Servants of Sin, they are a re- 
deemed People, and their Works, Words, and all their 
Behaviour ſhew they have been with Jeſus, His Mark 


fore laboured with them, and drew them near to 


tn 1 


een udon their Forcheads, his Blood beſprinkte 1 
ny madeſt and lovely Converſation, and makes Hz 
all. their Words. ſavaury.:, In ſhort, all old, Things 


ate done away „ behold all Things are become new, ? 1 
andſevery Child of God is a New Creature, created 


anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, by which 
their Light, ſhines. unto Men, and they glorify, their | 


Father which is in n nadions to Hoy 


U come no to ſpeak of the Means of this hagge, 

and that is Faith. He that believeth is born of God, | 
To them gave he Power, or the Priviledge, to become 
Sons ol God, even to them that believe in his Name, 
which were born not of the Will of the Fleſh; nar of 
the Will of Man, but of God. St. Paul alfo ſpeaks | 
after the ſame. Manner. We are the Children of | 


God through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus.” If you deſire to 
become Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, Or, as Our 


Saviour ſays, Children of the Kingdom,” then be | 3 


tree all Things this is needful, which is, a holy Con- 


nce and Reliance on Chriſt, a living Faith in 1 


bim. By Faith I would not mean what is generally 


meant * the. World, where almoſt all Who call | 
themſelves Chriſtians imagine they believe; but 1 
mean that Faith which we have of God, and which 


is che Work of the Holy Spirit in the Heart, where- 


by we have the firm Perſuaſion and Aſſurance that | 


Jeſus. the true God was made a Man, and ſuffered 


out of. pure Love and Mercy to us, our Death and | 
Curſe, and has now fully pardoned our Sins and | 
given us eternal Life. Do any find they have not 


ſuch a Faith, or are inwardly conſcious of their 
being without the Spirit in their Hearts, then let 
them be ſerious, and ſeek it and they ſhall find it, 
let them aſk and they ſhall have it, for your bea- 
venly Father will give his Holy Spirit to them that 
aſk him. But whenever Man can make a Jeſt of 
the Whole, and one while mock at the — 
e e of 
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1 4 bad 130 profeſs, they do not believe "I 
"IF ch Thing. get ſuch know, they cannot” receive it 
ecadſe of Undelief; they cannot become Children 
'; 4 Cod, ſince they, in their Hearts, do not believe 5 
4 79 e Promiſes of God nor his Doctrines, vut caſt all 
n= mr ofds behind their backs. e „ bevy; wi 
t 1 peak, my Brethren, T hope better Things 
ee you of another Mind, and et Both eſs 1 
1 ben again fatisfy you, or make you eaſy. 
Tetiit be your - chiefeſt and higheſt Aim to be our 
: aviour's Mother, and Sifter, A0 Brother, for ſuch 
Pre e they, and they only, who have his Father for 
Wheir Father, and his God for their God, and are 
Porn again of the ſame Spirit which bare him of the 
Virgin Mary, and conceived him, and brought to 
0 pass bis Incarnation. May that Holy Spirit even 
ow give you to underſtand al! I have faid, and 
waken you to + thorough Knowledge of your fallen 
i 1 ſtate, and neither leave you nor forſake you, till 
ie has made you Sons of God, and manifeſted and 
1 Spplied the Merits, and Blood and Water of our Sa- 
and enable you to ſay, 
. > you with Joy to confeſs, I am born 
of God; be is my F ather, my God, and my A 
8 awation. ak 


EAT. * Jad 


nm TO ät Holy | Ghoſt; _agether with the Father, 
and his Son Chriſt Jeſus, be Glory: for ever r aud 
= ever. Amen. Fr | F 
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